





Illinois State Board of Education Performance Descriptors—Explanation on ISBE website

The performance standards are classroom resources for voluntary use at the local level.  They are not intended to replace the Illinois Learning Standards.  Instead, they supplement them by providing sufficient detail and examples to enable teachers to establish appropriate grade-level performance expectations for students.  The performance descriptors are a direct outgrowth of the state goals for learning. 

performance standards:  the knowledge and skills that students are to perform at various stages of educational development (performance descriptors) and the performance expectations (performance levels and assessment tasks) for student work (performance exemplars) at each of the stages. 

performance descriptors: statements of how students can demonstrate the knowledge and skills they acquired.

performance levels: descriptions of how well students have achieved the standards; that is, the range, frequency, facility, depth, creativity, and/or quality of the knowledge and skills they acquired.  Students can demonstrate levels of achieving performance standards along six dimensions:

BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS  http://boston.k12.ma.us/teach/standards.asp#words

Learning Standards --- general descriptions of what every student must know and be able to do in each subject area. For example, a Writing Standard might be, "Students employ a variety of writing formats." Under each standard is a set of specific objectives, such as: "Use conventional formats for written products (margins, spacing, paragraph indents)." 

Key Questions --- challenging, open-ended questions students investigate and answer to develop and demonstrate important skills and understandings. Students must answer these questions well to be promoted. 

Assessment --- formal and informal ways to determine what students know and can do. Assessments typically are based on information from multiple choice and short answer tests, essay questions, portfolios (collections of student work), and performances (such as a debate or a science experiment).

Product --- a student work or performance that demonstrates what the student knows and can do. Examples: a written report, science project, speech or painting. 

EXAMPLE OF A TERRA TEACHER LAB LESSON  IDEAS-STANDARDS-OBJECTIVES

Big or Main Ideas Students Will Understand: 

· Women have roles

· Women’s roles change

· War can affect the roles of women

· A work of art can convey the ideas and values of a society through symbolism

· Writers can incorporate factual material into fictional accounts

National Standards: 

NSS-USH.5-12.5  Analyzes the course and character of the Civil War and its effects on the American people 

NL-ENG .k-12.1  Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world.

NA-VA.5-8.2 Students generalize about the effects of visual structures and functions and reflect upon these effects in their own work 

Illinois Learning Standards: 
1C3 Compare and contrast ideas and information from various sources 

1C3 Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.

3B3 Produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence 

16A 3 Make inferences about historical events and eras using historical maps and other historical sources

16 D.2 Describe the various roles of men, women and children in the family, at work, and in the community in various time periods and places

25B2 Explain how elements and principles combine within an art for to express ideas

Student Objectives: Students will…

· use American historic images as evidence of the past and make inferences. 

· examine an American work of art and evaluate potential messages within the painting as well as the history surrounding the image. 

· describe the roles of both men and women in the family, at work, and in the community in various time periods.

· compare and contrast a piece of American Art before and after learning about the time period 

· identify events that were critical to the outcome of the Civil War and its meaning in American

· analyze the roles ordinary citizens played in making history

· analyze what historians can learn from primary source material generated by average citizens

· write fictional accounts incorporating factual information.

National Standards – RESOURCES FOR PLANNING

Visual Arts (source: National Standards for Arts Education, ArtsEdge, the Kennedy Center)

1 Students select media, techniques, and processes; analyze what makes them effective or not effective in communicating ideas; and reflect upon the effectiveness of their choices 2 Students generalize about the effects of visual structures and functions and reflect upon these effects in their own work 

3 Students use subjects, themes, and symbols that demonstrate knowledge of contexts, values, and aesthetics that communicate intended meaning in artworks
4 Students demonstrate how history, culture, and the visual arts can influence each other in making and studying works of art

5 Students analyze contemporary and historic meanings in specific artworks through cultural and aesthetic inquiry

Language Arts
ENGK12.3 Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts.

Core Literacy Standards (2010)

Reading: Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

3. Analyze in detail where, when, why, and how events, ideas, and characters develop and interact over the course of a text.

Writing: Text Types and Purposes
1. Write arguments to support a substantive claim with clear reasons and relevant and sufficient evidence.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to convey complex information clearly and accurately through purposeful selection and organization of content.

3. Write narratives to convey real or imagined experiences, individuals, or events and how they develop over time.

9. Write in response to literary or informational sources, drawing evidence from the text to support analysis and reflection as well as to describe what they have learned.

ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS—RESOURCES FOR PLANNING
Fine Arts

25A Identify and describe the elements of value, perspective and color schemes; the principles of contrast; emphasis and unity; and the expressive qualities of thematic development and sequence. 

25B Understand how elements and principles combine within an art form to express ideas. 

26B  Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts.

27A Analyze how the arts function in history, society and everyday life. 

27B. Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society and everyday life.

Language Arts

1B Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

1C Comprehend a broad range of reading materials. 

1C2 Make and support inferences and form interpretations about main themes and topics.

1C3  Explain how authors and illustrators use text and art to express their ideas.

2B Respond to literary material by making inferences, drawing conclusions, and comparing it to their own experience, prior knowledge and other texts.
3C  Write for a variety of purposes and for specified audiences in a variety of forms 

5A Organize and integrate information from a variety of sources.

5C Create a variety of print and nonprint documents to communicate acquired information for specific audiences and purposes.

Social Studies

14F Understand the development of United States political ideas and traditions.

15  Understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the United States.

16A apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.

16D understand Illinois, United States, and world social history.

18A compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions.

18B understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society.

18C understand how social systems form and develop over time.
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